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Conference Overview 
 
The Professional Identity in Nursing: Virtual Forum 2020 brought together over fifty stakeholders 
from the US and abroad, representing practice, education, research, and regulation to build new 
knowledge and language about professional identity in nursing, and to develop materials from 
exemplars which will be used to communicate these findings with the health care community 
and the world at large.  
 
This is the third annual event sponsored by University of Kansas School of Nursing (KUSON)to 
build new knowledge about professional identity in nursing. The 2018 and 2019 events were in-
person think tanks. Originally, the 2020 event was intended to be an in-person conference, but 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the format was changed to a virtual event, using Zoom as the 
platform. KUSON and our facilitators wish to thank the participants for not allowing that to 
dampen their enthusiasm, and for their continued willingness to roll up their sleeves and get to 
work. Now, when more is being demanded of the nursing profession than ever, the question of 
Just what makes someone a nurse? is not only timely, but one of vital importance.  
 
 
Participants Representing 
 

• Practice, including nursing leadership 
• Education  
• Regulation 
• Research 

 
 
VF 2020 Learning Objectives 
 
Learners participating in this educational offering will be able to: 
 

1. Describe the state of the science of professional identity in nursing.  
2. Identify the overall definition, the four domains, and corresponding key elements of 

professional identity in nursing: values and ethics, knowledge, leadership and 
professional comportment.  

3. Discuss how professional identity in nursing is being used to build new knowledge and 
new language within the discipline.  

4. Apply an understanding of the definitions, domains, key elements, and exemplars 
within nursing education, regulation, and practice. 

5. Co-create toolkit materials for incorporating the domains, definitions, key elements, and 
exemplars of professional identity in nursing for nurses in education, regulation, and 
practice settings. 
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VF 2020 Continuing Education 
 
VF2020 participants were awarded 7.4 contact hours applicable for APRN and RN relicensure.  
The University of Kansas Medical Center Area Health Education Center East is approved as a 
provider of CNE by the Kansas State Board of Nursing. Kansas State Board of Nursing provider 
number: LT0056-0749. Mary Beth Warren, MS, RN, Coordinator. 
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VF 2020 Pre-Readings 
a. Professional Identity: Why does it Matter? (Kansas Nurse, 2019)  
b. How to Think/Act/Feel Like a Nurse: Forming Professional Identity in Nursing 

(Dean’s Notes, National Student Nurses Association, 2020) 
http://www.ajj.com/sites/default/files/services/publishing/deansnotes/spring2020
.pdf 

 
 
Conference Agenda  
 
Day 1 
 
1100-1115: Welcome and Opening Remarks - Cindy Clark and Susan Luparell 

1115-1130: Overview of Think Tank 1 and 2 - Cindy Clark and Susan Luparell 

1130-1140: Why/Vision/Mission - Cindy Clark and Susan Luparell 

1140-1200: Conceptual Model - Cole Edmonson and M. Lindell Joseph 

1200-1220: Propelling the Science - Lynne Kuhl and Rhoda Owens 

1220-1240: PIN Research Update - Tulla Landis and Beth Phillips 

1240-1250: BREAK 

1250-1310: State of the Science - Nelda Godfrey 

1310-1325: Dissemination - Terri Hinkley and KaryAnne Weybrew 

1325-1400: Discussion and Closing Remarks - Cindy Clark, Susan Luparell, Nelda Godfrey, and 

the entire group 

 
Day 2 
 
1100-1130: Welcome Back and Opening Remarks 

1130-1150: Setting the stage (Step 1) 

1150-1220: Brainstorming (Step 2) 

1225-1235: Break 

1235-1335: Developing resources (Step 3) 

1335-1415: Sharing Your Work 

1415-1430: Wrap up 

 

http://www.ajj.com/sites/default/files/services/publishing/deansnotes/spring2020.pdf
http://www.ajj.com/sites/default/files/services/publishing/deansnotes/spring2020.pdf
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Facilitators 
 
Susan Luparell, PhD, RN, CNE, ANEF 
Susan Luparell is a Professor and Campus Director at Montana State University where she has 
been involved in both the baccalaureate and graduate nursing programs since 1997. Susan is an 
expert on the dynamics between teacher and learner in nursing education and their influence on 
the processes of teaching and learning. She is a nationally recognized speaker and author on the 
topic of civility and incivility in nursing and nursing education and has authored chapters on 
this topic in several leading nursing education textbooks. Her scholarship focuses on the ethical 
implications of incivility, including how it affects others and how it can be managed in 
academic as well as in clinical settings. Her dissertation study exploring how faculty are 
affected by uncivil nursing students is considered a seminal work. 
 
Cynthia Clark PhD, RN, ANEF, FAAN 
Dr. Cynthia Clark is Strategic Nursing Advisor for ATI Nursing Education, Professor Emerita at 
Boise State University, and the Founder of Civility MattersTM. As a clinician, she specialized in 
adolescent mental health, substance abuse recovery, and suicide and violence prevention. Dr. Clark 
serves as a fellow in the American Academy of Nursing, the NLN Academy of Nursing 
Education, and co-chaired the American Nurses Association Professional Panel on Incivility, 
Bullying, and Workplace Violence. As a leading expert in fostering civility and healthy work 
environments around the globe, her theory-driven interventions, empirical measurements, 
theoretical models, and reflective assessments provide best practices to foster civility and 
healthy work environments.  
 
Nelda Godfrey, PhD, RN, ACNS-BC, FAAN, ANEF 
Nelda Godfrey is the Associate Dean for Innovative Partnerships and Practice at the University 
of Kansas School of Nursing and has been the co-creator, teacher and influencer in the three 
professional identity courses (total of 7 credits) in the University of Kansas BSN program over 
the last nine years. Long interested in identity formation in nursing, health professions and with 
students in all areas of higher education, Dr. Godfrey began speaking on topics related to this 
interest in the early 1990s and has published with a number of interdisciplinary colleagues since 
1997. In 2011 Dr. Nancy Crigger and she co-authored the book The Making of Nurse Professionals: 
A Transformational, Ethical Approach—a philosophic inquiry of professionalism in nursing for 
which Dr. Patricia Benner wrote the foreword. Living out a ‘yes, and’ approach to nursing 
education, Nelda and many colleagues nationally and internationally do research and write 
publications to strengthen identity formation in our discipline—ultimately for the good of those 
patients and families who receive professional nursing care.  
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Think Tank 2019 Outcomes 
 
In the 2019 Think Tank, the group: 
 

• Affirmed the definition of Professional Identity in Nursing 
• Developed WHY statement for Professional Identity in Nursing 
• Refined and defined the four domains 
• Identified key elements of each of the four domains  
• Drafted the initial conceptual model 
• Developed exemplars for each domain  
• Identified need for dissemination plan 
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Progress 2019-2020 
 
Over the past year, the professional identity in nursing initiative grew to become the 
International Society for Professional Identity in Nursing (ISPIN), consisting of an Advisory 
Council, four work groups and more than 150 interested persons on the distribution list for 
quarterly e-newsletters 
 

• Propelling the Science 
• Dissemination 
• Conceptual Model Development 
• Competencies and Exemplars 

 
Three of the work groups reported on their progress since Think Tank 2019. The Propelling the 
Science group has two on-going studies on perception of professional identity by nurse 
administrator and educators, as well as practicing nurses around the world. The Dissemination 
group has developed a detailed strategic plan for raising awareness of professional identity in 
nursing via publications, presentations, and partnerships. Since spring 2019, there have been 
five major publications and presentations, including a podcast, as well as an agreement with 
Sigma Theta Tau to create a repository for professional identity in nursing materials. 
Conceptual Model Development has facilitated two focus groups (US and international) to 
examine relevance and verify concepts. The model will define principles for nursing practice in 
all settings, from formation to impact. When finalized, the model will be published.  
 
 
VF2020 Outcomes 
 
Eight work groups met on Day 2 to brainstorm and develop toolkit materials for incorporating 
the domains, definitions, key elements, and exemplars of professional identity in nursing for 
nurses in education, regulation, and practice settings. 
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Next Steps 
This visual communicates the responses of VF2020 participants (on the CIQ instrument) 
regarding next steps needed to further the Professional Identity in Nursing initiative. 
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Advisory Council Members 
 

Nelda Godfrey – Advisory Committee Chair 
Janice G. Brewington 

Cole Edmonson 
Kristi Frisbee 

Caryl Goodyear 
Amy L. Hite 

Judy Hodgson 
M. Lindell Joseph 
Debra L. Liebig 
Susan Luparell 

Beth Cusatis Phillips 
Kristen Priddy 
Sheryl Sommer 
Kary Weybrew 

 
 

  



Virtual Forum 2020 Participants 
 
Jennifer Bartlett, PhD 
Other 
Georgia Baptist College of Nursing of 
Mercer University 
3001 Mercer University Drive 
Atlanta, GA 30062 
bartlett_jl@mercer.edu 
 
Carol Bickford, PhD 
Other 
American Nurses Association 
8515 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
carol.bickford@ana.org 
 
Janice Brewington, PhD, RN, FAAN 
Other 
National League for Nursing 
2600 Virginia Ave, NW, 8th Floor 
Washington, DC 20037 
jbrewington@nln.org 
 
Jane Carpenter, PhD 
Other 
Washburn University School of Nursing 
3771 SW Stonybrook Dr. 
Topeka, KS 66610 
jane.carpenter@washburn.edu 
 
Linda Comer, PhD 
Other 
Florida Southern College 
111 Lake Hollingsworth Drive 
Lakeland, FL 33801 
lcomer@flsouthern.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kimberly Cornwell, APRN 
Nurse Practitioner 
University of Kansas School of Nursing 
901 Rainbow Blvd 
Kansas City, KS 66085 
kcornwell@kumc.edu 
 
Karen Cox, PhD 
Other 
Chamberlain University 
4929 Westwood Road 
Kansas City, MO 64112 
karencox@chamberlain.edu 
 
Christine Devine, PhD 
Other 
Fitchburg State University 
160 Pearl Street 
Fitchburg, MA 01420 
cdevine@fitchburgstate.edu 
 
Mary Dickow, MPA 
Administration 
OADN 
159 Jules Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94112 
mary.dickow@oadn.org 
 
Kim Dixon, MSN 
Nursing 
University of Kansas Health System 
3901 Rainbow Blvd, MS 1067 
Kansas City, KS 66160 
kdixon@kumc.edu 
 
Cole Edmonson, DNP, RN, NEA-BC, 
FACHE, FAONL, FNAP, FAAN 
Nursing 
AMN Healthcare 
8840 Cypress Waters Blvd 
Coppell, TX 75019 
cole.edmonson@amnhealthcare.com 
 

mailto:bartlett_jl@mercer.edu
mailto:carol.bickford@ana.org
mailto:jbrewington@nln.org
mailto:jane.carpenter@washburn.edu
mailto:lcomer@flsouthern.edu
mailto:kcornwell@kumc.edu
mailto:karencox@chamberlain.edu
mailto:cdevine@fitchburgstate.edu
mailto:mary.dickow@oadn.org
mailto:kdixon@kumc.edu
mailto:cole.edmonson@amnhealthcare.com
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Participants, cont. 
 
Tina Ferrell, PhD 
Other 
University of Mississippi Medical Center 
2500 N. State Street 
Jackson, MS 39216 
cdferrell@umc.edu 
 
Kristi Frisbee, DNP, RN 
Nursing 
Pittsburg State University 
121 McPherson Hall, 1701 S. Broadway 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 
kfrisbee@pittstate.edu 
 
Andrea Gauntlett, MSN 
Nursing 
MCPHS University 
179 Longwood Ave 
Boston, MA 02115 
andrea.gauntlett@mcphs.edu 
 
Dawn Goodolf, PhD 
Other 
Moravian College 
1200 Main St 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 
goodolfd@moravian.edu 
 
Terri Hinkley, EdD, MBA, BScN, RN, CAE 
Other 
Academy of Medical-Surgical Nurses 
200 E Holly Ave 
Sewell, NJ 08080 
terri.hinkley@amsn.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amy L Hite, DNP, EdS, APRN, FNP 
Nurse Practitioner 
Pittsburg State University School of 
Nursing 
701 S. Broadway 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 
ahite@pittstate.edu 
 
Christine Hober, RN-BC 
Nursing 
Fort Hays State University 
600 Park Street STH 127 
Hays, KS 67601 
chober@fhsu.edu 
 
Judy Hodgson, RN, BSN, NE-BC 
Nursing 
Hospital District #1 of Rice County 
619 S. Clark 
Lyons, KS 67554 
jhodgson@rch-lyons.com 
 
Susan Hofmann, APRN 
Nursing 
University of Kansas School of Nursing 
13920 Eby St. 
Overland Park, KS 66221 
shofmann@kumc.edu 
 
Leann Horsley, PhD 
Other 
South Dakota State University 
2300 N. Career Avenue Suite 260 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108 
leann.horsley@sdstate.edu 
 
Matthew Howard, DNP 
Nursing, ER 
Sigma 
550 W. North Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46202 
matthew@sigmanursing.org 
 

mailto:cdferrell@umc.edu
mailto:kfrisbee@pittstate.edu
mailto:andrea.gauntlett@mcphs.edu
mailto:goodolfd@moravian.edu
mailto:terri.hinkley@amsn.org
mailto:ahite@pittstate.edu
mailto:chober@fhsu.edu
mailto:jhodgson@rch-lyons.com
mailto:shofmann@kumc.edu
mailto:leann.horsley@sdstate.edu
mailto:matthew@sigmanursing.org
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Participants, cont. 
 
Amy Jones, MSN 
Nursing 
Director of Nursing Program/Northwestern 
Michigan College 
1701 E. Front Street 
Traverse City, MI 49686 
amjones@nmc.edu 
 
Maria Lindell Joseph, PhD, RN, FAAN 
Other 
University of Iowa College of Nursing 
466 College of Nursing 
Iowa City, IA 52242 
maria-joseph@uiowa.edu 
 
JoAnn Klaassen, JD 
Other 
University of Missouri-Kansas City 
900 SW Jackson 
Topeka, KS 66612 
jo.k@sbcglobal.net 
 
Lynne Kuhl, MSN, RN 
Nursing 
Viterbo University 
900 Viterbo Way 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
lmkuhl@viterbo.edu 
 
Tullamora Landis, PhD, RN-BC, CNL 
Other 
Washington State University 
412 E. Spokane Falls Blvd. 
Spokane, WA 99202 
tullamora.diede@wsu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Debra Liebig, MLA, BSN, RN, NPD-BC 
Nursing 
Children's Mercy 
2401 Gilham Drive 
Kansas City, MO 64086 
dlliebig@cmh.edu 
 
Elizabeth Madigan, PhD 
Other 
Sigma 
550 W. North Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46202 
liz.madigan@sigmanursing.org 
 
Sally Maliski, PhD 
Other 
KUMC 
3901 Rainbow Blvd 
Kansas City, KS 66160 
smaliski@kumc.edu 
 
Sara McCord, APRN 
Nurse Practitioner 
Mercy 
3101 SE 14th Street 
Bentonville, AR 72712 
saramccord@gmail.com 
 
Maria O'Rourke, PhD 
Other 
UCSF School of Nursing 
PO Box 512 
Larkspur, CA 94977 
maria.orourke@roleclarity.org 
 
Linda Olson, PhD 
Other 
Nursing 
3848 N. Richmond St., #1N 
Chicago, IL 60618 
lalolson@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:amjones@nmc.edu
mailto:maria-joseph@uiowa.edu
mailto:jo.k@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lmkuhl@viterbo.edu
mailto:tullamora.diede@wsu.edu
mailto:dlliebig@cmh.edu
mailto:liz.madigan@sigmanursing.org
mailto:smaliski@kumc.edu
mailto:saramccord@gmail.com
mailto:maria.orourke@roleclarity.org
mailto:lalolson@gmail.com
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Participants, cont. 
 
Diana Owenby, MSN 
Nursing 
Park University and Concorde Career 
College 
8700 NW River Park Dr 
Kansas City, MO 64152 
diana.owenby@outlook.com 
 
Rhoda Owens, PhD, RN 
Other 
University of North Dakota  
College of Nursing and Professional 
Disciplines 
2218 Academy Road 
Minot, ND 58703 
rhoda.owens@und.edu 
 
Beth Phillips, PhD, RN, CNE, CHSE 
Other 
Duke University 
307 Trent Drive 
Durham, NC 27710 
beth.phillips@duke.edu 
 
Kristen Priddy, PhD, RN 
Other 
University of Texas at Arlington 
401 Ridgeview Court 
Hurst, TX 76053 
Kristen.PriddyPhD@gmail.com 
 
Julie Read, DNP 
Nursing 
Kaiser Permanente 
One Kaiser Plaza - 9th floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
julie.read@kp.org 
 
 
 
 

Marlo Robinson, JD 
Legal Medicine 
Concorde Career Colleges, Inc. 
10930 Taft Street 
Hollywood, FL 33026 
mrobinson@concorde.edu 
 
Nicole Seagriff, DNP 
Nurse Anesthetist 
The Community Health Center, Inc. 
49 Day Street 
Norwalk, CT 06854 
seagrin@chc1.com 
 
Teresa Seright, PhD 
Other 
University of Providence 
1301 20th St South 
Great Falls, MT 59405 
teresa.seright@uprovidence.edu 
 
Sheryl Sommer, PhD, RN, CNE 
Nursing 
ATI 
11161 Overbrook Rd 
Leawood, KS 66211 
ssommer@atitesting.com 
 
Julie Stanik-Hutt, PhD 
Other 
University of Iowa, College of Nursing 
129 Cayman St. 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
julieann-stanik@uiowa.edu 
 
Joan Stanley, PhD 
Other 
American Association of Colleges of 
Nursing 
655 K Street NW Suite 750 
Washington, DC 20001 
jstanley@aacnnursing.org 
 

mailto:diana.owenby@outlook.com
mailto:rhoda.owens@und.edu
mailto:beth.phillips@duke.edu
mailto:Kristen.PriddyPhD@gmail.com
mailto:julie.read@kp.org
mailto:mrobinson@concorde.edu
mailto:seagrin@chc1.com
mailto:teresa.seright@uprovidence.edu
mailto:ssommer@atitesting.com
mailto:julieann-stanik@uiowa.edu
mailto:jstanley@aacnnursing.org
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Teresa Stephens, PhD 
Other 
ATI Nursing Education 
99 Jonathan Lucas St. 
Leawood, KS 66211 
Teresa.Stephens@atitesting.com 
 
Julee Thompson, MSN 
Nursing 
Consultant 
9095 Glade St #2811 
Lenexa, KS 64154 
juleethompson@gmail.com 
 
Terry Valiga, EdD 
Other 
Retired 
648 Piper Way 
Keswick, VA 22947 
terry.valiga@duke.edu 
 
Kary Anne Weybrew, WHNP, MSN, RN 
Nurse Practitioner 
American Career College 
4021 Rosewood Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90026 
kweybrew@americancareercollege.edu 
 
Kenya Williams, MSN 
Nursing 
National Student Nurses Association 
45 Main Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
kenya@nsna.org 
 
Cheryl Wilson, DNP 
Nurse Practitioner 
Shadow Health 
201 SE 2nd Ave Ste 201 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
cheryl.wilson@shadowhealth.com 
 
 

Sharon Woodward, MS 
Other 
Hesston College 
325 South College Drive 
Hesston, KS 67062 
sharonw@hesston.edu 
 
Elizabeth Young, MSN 
Nursing 
University of Kansas School of Nursing 
3901 Rainbow Blvd, Mailstop 4043 
Kansas City, KS 66160 
eyoung3@kumc.edu 
 
 
FACILITATORS 
 
Cynthia Clark, PhD, RN, ANEF, FAAN 
Strategic Nursing Advisor 
ATI Nursing Education 
cindy.clark@atitesting.com 
 
Susan Luparell, PhD, RN, CNE, ANEF 
Associate Professor 
Montana State University 
College of Nursing 
PO Box 173560 
Bozeman, MT 59717 
luparell@montana.edu 
 
 
FACULTY  
 
Nelda Godfrey, PhD, RN, ACNS-BS, FAAN 
Associate Dean 
Innovative Partnerships & Practice 
University of Kansas School of Nursing 
3901 Rainbow Blvd, Mailstop 4043 
Kansas City KS 66160 
ngodfrey@kumc.edu 
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Participants, cont. 
 
KU Staff 
 
Ellen Bietz 
Sherry Pryor 
Lauren Roberts 


